




Vision 
 To be amongst best sports and recreation clubs in Sri Lanka

Mission

To provide members with affordable recreation and entertainment 
facilities to be enjoyed in a friendly atmosphere, whilst 

encouraging and facilitating the key sports activities of cricket, 
hokey and billiards/ snooker to be played at the highest level. 
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It all began in one balmy evening on the 26th of December (Boxing Day) in 
1896…

A few enterprising gentlemen of an area in Colombo were inspired to form an exclusive club with the intention 

of providing male residents of that suburb with a host of recreational and sporting facilities. Mr. F. J. Lucas 

Fernando of Havelock Town most generously lent his “Ardgowan” house in the heart of Bambalapitiya to 

these resourceful gentlemen, in order to hold their inaugural meeting. Not surprisingly, the ‘Bambalapitiya 

Recreational Club’ was born having A.W. Raffel as President, and O.H. Poppenbeck as the Hony. Secretary.

5 years later in 1901, BRC moved to its present location at Havelock Park. Cricket being the most popular 

form of sport and recreation at the time, BRC hosted its rst match against the Clairmont Cricket Club. BRC 

scored 37 runs, and successfully dismissed their opponents for a mere 28 runs, thus setting the stage for an 

impressive track record in cricketing achievements.

On the 31st May 1915, the club changed its name to ‘Burgher Recreation Club’ and its colours were changed 

to Black, Red, and Champagne from the earlier Black, Red and Gold, perhaps to match its name B.R.C. 

The game of croquet, also very popular at the time, was introduced the same year, and served as both a 

recreational pastime, as well as a competitive sport. 1921 saw the introduction of the Proprietary Members 

Scheme. These funds were used towards the erection of the pavilion, which was opened by the Mayor of 

Colombo in 1922, as well as furnishing and equipment for the clubhouse. In 1942, the BRC served as a naval 

base and 4 years later, the Club celebrated its Golden Jubilee with a dance at the Colombo Town Hall. In 

1956, its Diamond Jubilee was also commemorated with a dance at the Mount Lavinia Hotel, whilst its 

centenary celebrations were held in a grand scale with an extension to the original pavilion.

Through the years, the BRC has been one of the pioneers credited for introducing many activities to the 

country, such as the BRC Ladies’ Hockey Section, the Burgher Education Fund, the Students Section in 

Hockey and Cricket, the annual Seven-a-Side Ladies Hockey Tournament, as well as developing several 

excellent sportsmen and personalities including  Major General B. Russell Heyn, Commander of the Army 

and Dr. V. R. Schokman, member of the Senate under the Soulbury Constitution. Whilst consciously 

maintaining its old-world charm and simple traditions, the Club has evolved with the times with each 

generation of BRCers to become an integral part of their routine, complementing their lifestyle and providing 

them with excellent sporting and recreational facilities and so began the memorable journey of a way-of-life 

that is understood in “See you at the Club…”!
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General Committee 2015/12016

Patron
Mr. Dennis De Rosayro

Vice Patrons
Mr. Kumar Weerasuriya

Dr. Dharmasena Pathiraja

President
Mr. Rahula Dassenaieke

Vice Presidents
Dr. Jagath Alwis

Mr. Anoj Munidasa
Mr. Nalinda Ilangakoon

Mr. Rohan De Alwis 

General Secretary
Mr. Lasith Nanayakkara

Treasurer
Mr. Anil Wickremasinghe

Restaurant Secretary
Mr. Neranjan Uggallage

Pavilion Secretary
Mr. Wimal Nanayakkara

Hockey Secretary
Mr. Asif Bary

Billiards Secretary
Mr. Bharhatha Siriwardena

Assistant Treasurer
Mr. Jerom Kinson

Club Captain
Mr. K.H. Nandasena

Ground Secretary
Mr. Gayan Ranwala

Entertainment Secretary
Mr. Anjelo Premkumar

Bar Secretary
Mr. M. Afzal

Cricket Secretary
Mr. Upali Manukularatne

Assistant General Secretary
Mr. Sarath Sahabandu

Assistant Bar Secretary
Mr. Harsha Gunasekera

 Committee Members

Mrs. D. Abeygunawardena
Mr. Sarath Jayaweera 

Mr. Mohan Mabotuwana
Mr. Harsha Walpola
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Patron's Message

Statistics will reveal that by far, the Hockey players have brought great honour to the Club, Associations and 

Ceylon / Sri Lanka respectively.

The Club should be very proud and elated that after 85 years of 'A' Division Club Hockey to date, we are still 

the No. 1 Club in Sri Lanka where statistics are concerned.

In the Andriesz Shield “A' Division League, 74 tournaments have been conducted of which the B.R.C. has won 

24 (including 2 Joint), followed by CH & FC with 16 (including 6 Joint), Tamil Union C & AC with 12 (2 Joint) 

and Old Bens S.C. with 9 (1 Joint) followed by 11 other clubs. 

In the Pioneer Cup 'A' Division 74 K/O Tournaments have been conducted of which the B.R.C. has won 23 

followed by the Tamil Union 14, Old Bens 10, CH & FC 9, followed by 11 other clubs.

Even during the times we did not win, our record as 2nd best is as formidable.

In the Pioneer Shield 'B' Division League 57 tournaments have been conducted of which the B.R.C. has won 

11 (including 2 Joint) followed by CH&FC 10 (3 Joint), Old Bens SC 4 (1 Joint), Nomads 4 (1 Joint) followed by 

25 other clubs.

In the Bacon Cup 'B' Division, 50 K/O Tournaments have been conducted of which the CH&FC won 11, B.R.C. 

8, Old Bens 4, Old Jones 4, followed by 15 other clubs.

The glorious period was from 1976 to 1989 when we won 22 out of 28 'A' Division championships, including 

the double 7 times and also 9 consecutive wins from 1976 to 1984, a truly remarkable achievement that will 

almost be impossible to surpass.

At this point in time, I believe it is appropriate and tting to remember all those dedicated and talented 

sportsmen who had brought glory and honour to our beloved club and the country, They all had set the 

benchmark for the younger generation to follow and emulate. 

Reecting back it is hard to imagine that we last won the Andriesz Shield in 200, the Pioneer Cup in 2010 and 

the Pioneer Shield and Bacon Cup in 1991. This indeed is not good reading and brings much pain to my old 

frame. In medical parlance it needs urgent surgery.

The Burgher Recreation Club will reach another milestone on 26 December 2016 

– 120 Years.

The Bambalapitiya Recreation Club was formed on 26th December 1896, by the 

Burgher community of Bambalapitiya, Colombo South at a meeting held at the 

residence of F.J. Fernando in Bambalapitiya. A.W. Raffel was elected as 

President, O.H. Poppenbeck as Hony. Secretary. The Cricket Captain elected was 

V.O. Wright. On 31st May 1915, the club changed its name to the Burgher 

Recreation Club and its colours were changed to Black, Read and Champagne 

from the earlier Black, Red and Gold, perhaps depicting its name B.R.C.

The Club has turned out many ne cricketers, hockey players, athletes, netballers 

and in recent times, billiard and snooker players.
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There is no doubt in mind and so will all past and current hockey players endorse, that by not playing hockey 

matches on our grounds is one major reason. Not losing on home soil brings out the best of you. Personally 

to me, it was knowing every blade of grass.

The full hockey pitch was prepared for us on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays. Cricketers had the full 

ground on Tuesdays and Thursdays and side net practices on the other days. On Tuesdays and Thursdays 

the Hockey players enhanced their skills. Even on Sunday early morning they used to play without goal posts 

and left the grounds only when the cricket umpires walked to the center to commence the match. Such 

dedication and sacrice ensured positive successes.

Going back to our Founder’s Day on 26th December 1986, it will be benetting to organize a CELEBRATION 

on her 120th Anniversary as a tting tribute to our Dear Founders and also as a prelude to our 125th year in 

2021.

Thank you!

....................................................

Dennis De Rosayro
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President’s Message

and be successful in the Premier League. It is with gratitude that I note the ready and active support your 

Club receives from Sri Lanka Cricket in our journey to develop cricket at BRC.

We are proud that our member Abeetha Fernando, who, representing Sri Lanka brought honor to the BRC 

and the country by becoming the Man of the Series of the Asian Qualifying Games Hockey Tournament. 

The incoming General Committee and all stakeholders involved should focus in developing billiards and 

hockey at the Club to achieve successes as in the glory days of the past.

 As detailed in the General Secretary’s report, many ongoing development projects of the Club were 

concluded during the year, resulting in increased patronage by members and their guests. As the Club did not 

have sufcient reserves or revenue to meet the cost of these projects several members assisted the Club in 

these endeavors - also detailed in the General Secretary’s report. 

Going forward the Club needs to increase its revenue, attract sponsors and build reserves to meet 

development costs and the regular expense of maintenance and administration.

Your General Committee is in the process of completing a road-map for the infrastructure development of the 

Club, which will be shared with members once nalized.

We have made reciprocal arrangements with the Kandy Club, Kandy Garden Club and Panadura Sports Club 

enabling our members to enjoy the facilities of these clubs when in Kandy or Panadura. 

We hope the members enjoy the increased facilities and activities at the Club, of theme nights and special 

events, besides the regular X’mas events and the dinner dance. 

The annual Vesak dansala was not held this year owing to the tragic situation that arose with the oods and 

landslides, and the allocated funds together with member contributions were donated to the victims jointly 

with SLC. A religious ceremony was held to remember the members who had passed away over the years. I 

take this opportunity to thank the membership again for the trust placed in me to lead the Club during the 

year and the General Committee members for their active involvement in taking the Club forward.

Our sincere appreciation is due to the sponsors of various events and members who helped the Club in 

numerous ways. Last but not least I must thank our dynamic Manager Royceton and the staff of the Club for 

their dedication and commitment in managing the affairs of the Club to the satisfaction of our members – the 

most valued stakeholders of BRC. 

..................................

Thanking you

Rahula Dassenaieke

A year ago on September 29, 2015 BRC membership unanimously accepted 

my candidacy as the President of our prestigious Club. One year after a 

challenging yet an enjoyable journey, I am happy to reect on the progress 

made during the last 12 months. 

Despite many challenges, with the active support of our members, the Club 

achieved much during the year as detailed in the Honorary General 

Secretary’s report. However, much remains to be done. 

Becoming champions of Emerging 3 day and T20 tournaments of Sri Lanka 

Cricket and being promoted to the Premier League was a huge achievement. 

Whilst recognizing and congratulating the players, coaches and ofcials for 

this huge achievement, we are aware that an even higher level of dedication 

and commitment will be required from all stakeholders for our team to remain 
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NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING – YEAR 2016

th Notice is hereby given that the 119 Annual General Meeting of the Burgher Recreation Club will be held on 

the 03rd September 2016 at 7.45pm at the club premises; No 149, Havelock Road, Colombo 05.

In terms of clauses 5 and 6 of the Constitution, only those who have been members, in the categories of Life, 

Permanent, Gentlemen and Lady for a minimum period of one year and have paid their subscription for the 

current year are entitled to attend and vote at the meeting.

Please bring your current membership card or National ID along with you. 

AGENDA
01. Opening Remarks

02. Read notice calling the meeting

03. Apologies

04. Pass a vote of condolence on the demised members during the period
th th

05. Conrmation of minutes of the 118  Annual General Meeting held on the 29  September 2015  

06. Consideration and adoption of Annual Report of the Hon. General Secretary 

07. Consideration and adoption of Audited Statement of Accounts for the scal period – April 01, 2015 to 

March 31, 2016.

08. Address by the President

09. Election of Ofce Bearers and General Committee for the ensuing year.

10. Election of Auditors

11. Any other competent business / motions as may have been duly notied in writing to reach the Hon. 

General Secretary at least 15 days prior to the date of the Annual General Meeting.

12. Closing Remarks

NOMINATION

Members are also requested to send in nominations for the election of Ofce Bearers and Members for the 

General Committee in terms of the Constitution and such nominations should accompany the written consent 

of the nominee concerned together with the name and signature of the proposer and the seconder 

respectively.  Please note that the said nomination must be submitted 07 (Seven) clear days prior to the date 

of the Annual General Meeting; i.e. on or before 27th August 2016 to reach the Hon. General Secretary.

By order of the General Committee

................................
Lasith Nanayakkara 
Hon. General Secretary
Burgher Recreation Club
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MINUTES OF THE 118th ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE BURGHER RECREATION CLUB
HELD ON TUESDAY – SEPTEMBER 29, 2015 AT 7:45 P.M.

AT THE BRC CLUB HOUSE

Meeting No: 118

Present 01. Mr. Jayantha Paranathala
02. Mr. Harsha Gunasekera
03. Mr. Anoj Munidasa
04. Mr. Anil Wickremasinghe
05. Mr. Asif Bari
06. Mr. Praveen Chanaka
07. Mr. Rahula Dassenaieke
08. Dr. Dharmasena Pathiraja
09. Mr. Gayan Ranwala
10. Mr. Dennis De Rosayro
11. Mr. Haritha Perera
12. Mr. Nimal Gunawardena
13. Mr. Sarath Jayaweera
14. Mr. Neranjan Uggallage
15. Mr. P.L. Chandrasena
16. Mr. Rohan De Alwis
17. Mr. M.A. Jalill
18. Mr. J. Kinson
19. Mr. Nalinda Ilangakoon
20. Mr. K.H. Pushpakumara
21. Mr. S.A. Sahabandu
22. Mr. Mohan Mabotuwana
23. Mr. Shiran Massaron
24. Mr. Kolitha Amarasekara
25. Mr. Wimal Nanayakkara
26. Mr. Jayantha Fernando

27. Mr. K.S.C De Silva
28. Mr. Anjelo Premkumar
29.  Mr. T. M. Georgesz
30. Mr. S.K. Arjan
31. Mr. Mervin Preena
32. Mr. M. Afzal
33. Mr. Athula Gunawardena
34. Mr. G.P.D. Wimalawansa
35. Mr. Kumar Weerasuriya
36. Mr. Vishwa Perera
37. Mr. U. Manukularatne
38. Mr. R. Nettasinghe
39. Mr. Sathya Jayasuriya
40. Mr. B. Forbes
41. Mr. Ransi Dharmawijaya
42. Dr. N. Atapattu
43. Mr. B. Siriwardena
44. Mr. Lasith Nanayakkara
45. Mr. K.H. Nandasena
46. Mr. Harsha Walpola
47. Mr. M.P. Gomes
48. Dr. Gaminda Hagoda
49. Mr. M. Wijebahu
50. Mr. Priyal Wijayaweera
51. Mr. Daya Samaraweera

Excused 1. Dr. Jagath Alwis 2. Mr. Nimal Luxshman

President Mr. Jayantha Paranathala called the meeting to order and welcomed all members present and 
thanked them for being present at the meeting.

1.Notice convening the meeting
The notice having been circulated to all members was taken as read with the permission of the house.

2.Vote of condolence on the deceased members during the year 

A vote of condolence was passed and two minute silence was observed in remembrance on the bereavement 

of Mr. Asok Vitharana and Mr. Adrian Jones. 

th
3.Conrmation of minutes of the 117  Annual General Meeting
Conrmation of minutes of the 117th Annual General Meeting held on 27th September 2014, copies of which 
were circulated at the meeting was taken as read. The minutes were adopted, proposed and seconded by Mr. 
Rohan De Alwis and Neranjan Uggallage respectively subject to the following changes:

· Page number 6, under the heading “Members Present” Mr. Mervin Perera to be corrected as Mr. 
Mervin Preena.

4.Adoption of the Annual Report of the General Secretary
The Annual Report for the period 2014/15, copies of which were circulated to the members present at the 
meeting was taken as read. In the absence of any queries being raised, the report was adopted, proposed 
and seconded by Mr. Upali Manukularatne and Mr. Dennis De Rosayro respectively. 
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5.Adoption of the Audited Statement of Accounts

Audited Statement of Accounts for the year 2014/15, copies of which had been previously circulated to all 
members was tabled. 

The following clarications in relation to the Financial Statement of independent auditors, were sought by Mr. 
Mervin Preena:

1. Non existence of an Asset Register
Hony. Treasurer Mr. Anil Wickremesinghe accepted the short coming and assured the 
membership that the Asset Register will be introduced and properly maintained from this year.

2. Opinion No. 5 - Prepayments
Opinion number 5 of the Independent Auditor's Report states that the completeness, existence 
and accuracy of debtors, deposits and prepayments amounting to Rs. 1,919,263/- is not 
satisfactory due to unavailability of sufcient and appropriate audit evidence.

President, Mr. Jayantha Paranathala responded stating that documentary evidence of the deposit 
held in the Ceylon Electricity Board in relation to the newly built transformer has not been 
furnished to the auditors and the new committee will obtain a copy of the payment voucher from 
the CEB.

Mr. Kumar Weerasuriya mentioned that the opinion expressed by the Auditors KPMG  is very adverse 
and the Club and its ofcials cannot be proud of same. He also mentioned that some of the comments on 
which the Auditors opinion is based such as getting conrmation from Seylan Bank regarding a deposit 
there and having pre-numbered payment vouchers  could have been very easily cleared. The fact of 
previous auditors not having highlighted the issue of not having pre-numbered payment vouchers is no 
excuse as it should be obvious even to persons of non-nancial backgrounds. Mr. Weerasuriya however 
noted that, being a member of several clubs, he has had the occasion to see much worse nancial 
situations and statements in recent times. Having discussed with the ofce bearers to be elected he was 
condent that the nine points the Auditors had raised would be given priority by the new General 
Committee and resolved by the end of 2015. 

On the basis that the new General Committee would address the 9 adverse comments and resolve the 
same prior to end of 2015, Mr. Weerasuriya requested the house to accept and adopt the nancial 
statements as presented.

The Audited Statement of Accounts were adopted unanimously, proposed and seconded by Mr. Shiran 
Massaron and Mr. Mervin Preena respectively. 

6.Communications:

President tabled the letter sent by Mr. Nimal Luxshman on his inability to attend the meeting and requested 
his absence to be excused and noted. He also appreciated the services rendered by the outgoing committee 
under the able leadership of the President Mr. Jayantha Paranathala.

President tabled a letter and a donation amounting to Rs. 15,000 (HNB, Ho Branch, Cheque No 924656) sent 
by Mr. Dennis De Rosayro for development of Hockey. President thanked Mr. Rosayro for his continued, 
valuable contribution towards the promotion of BRC Hockey 
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7. Election of Ofce Bearers for the year 2015/16

The incumbent president Mr. Jayantha Paranathala proposed and Mr. Gayan Ranwala seconded Mr. Dennis De 
Rosayro as the Patron and Mr. Kumar Weerasuriya, Dr. Dharmasena Pathiraja as Vice Patrons. The proposal 
was unanimously accepted by the house.

The President then left the head table to facilitate the election of a new President for the ensuing year. At this 
stage, Mr. Dennis De Rosayro was elected to act as the Pro. Tem Chairman proposed by Mr. Nalida Ilangakoon 
and seconded by Mr. Rohan De Alwis.

Mr. Dennis De Rosayro thanked the Members for electing him as Pro. Tem Chairman and requested the incoming 
Committee to look after development of sports and also to maintain Club records properly by illustrating an 
example on how to display Club photographs at eye level rather than hanging them where no one could see 
properly. 

He further stated that he would be completing 61 years as a Member of the Club and expressed his 
disappointment in lack of noteworthy performance in BRC sports.

Mr. Dennis De Rosayro proposed Mr. Rahula Dassenaieke as the new President for the year 2015/16 and Mr. 
Nalinda Ilangakoon seconded.

As there were no nominations received for any other post, the out going General Committee proposed the 
following as Ofce Bearers for year 2015/16.   

Position  Name

President:  Mr. Rahula Dassenaieke

Vice President Dr. Jagath Alwis

Vice President Mr. Anoj Munidasa

Vice President Mr. Nalinda Ilangakoon

Vice President Mr. Rohan De Alwis

Club Captain Mr. K.H. Nandasena

General Secretary Mr. Lasith Nanayakkara

Treasurer  Mr. Anil Wickremasinghe

Ground Secretary Mr. Gayan Ranwala

Bar Secretary Mr. M. Afzal

Restaurant Secretary Mr. Neranjan Uggallage

Pavilion Secretary Mr. Wimal Nanayakkara

Entertainment Secretary Mr. Anjelo Premkumar

Cricket Secretary Mr. Upali Maukularatne

Hockey Secretary Mr. Asif Bari

Billiard Secretary Mr. Bharatha Siriwardena

Asst. General Secretary Mr. S. A. Sahabandu

Asst. Treasurer Mr. J. Kinson

Asst. Bar Secretary Mr. Harsha Gunasekera

Committee Member Ms. Dayalani Abeygunawardena

Committee Member Mr. Mohan Mabotuwana

Committee Member Mr. Harsha Walpola

Committee Member Mr. Sarath Jayaweera

09



8. Outgoing President's Speech

Addressing the Members present, outgoing President Mr. Jayantha Paranathala thanked the Members and 
Staff of BRC for their support for the last 28 years as the President of Burgher Recreation Club. 

He further updated the Membership on various achievements and milestones reached during his tenure. He 
stated that a number of important projects had commenced during the year 2015 and some are yet to be 
completed. He envisaged that the balance could be completed in the coming months. 

He requested the new Committee to ensure all BRC properties are protected as there were numerous attempts 
to takeover BRC Grounds to schools in the vicinity. He went on to say that during his tenure he fought many 
battles to protect BRC and expect the new Committee to follow the same. Also stated that as a responsible 
institution many Club facilities are provided to surrounding schools and to the general public.

Mr. Paranathala wished BRC, Mr. Rahula Dassenaieke, the new President and incoming Committee the very 
best and stated that the Committee is in a good environment to direct the Club to a prosperous future by taking 
maximum advantage of the developed facilities.

9. President's Address

Addressing the house, new President Mr. Rahula Dassenaieke.

“Our Patron Mr. Dennis De Rosayro,  Vice Patrons Mr. Kumar Weerasuriya, & Dr. Dharmasena Pathiraja, 
Immediate past President Mr. Jayantha Paranathala, newly elected Committee Members of BRC, my dear 
fellow Members,
I stand before you today, with paradoxical emotions of pride and humility.   
PRIDE-   because, you have thought me to be the most suitable to take over the mantle of the Presidency of 
the Burgher Recreation Club. One of the most Prestigious Clubs in Sri Lanka
HUMILITY- because, I have now been chosen, to serve BRC, each and every one of you, during my tenure as 
President. 

I must very clearly state that I am very fortunate to be, the one succeeding an outstanding President, who has 
held this ofce for 28 long years. Holding this ofce for such a long and continuous spell, in an actively cricket 
playing Club alone, I believe, will go in to the Asian record books - for that matter, perhaps – it could be a world 
record – it's worth investigating.        

He has shown me what true leadership is. He has faced many challenges and adversities, on numerous 
occasions and always after the battle Para has raised the pennant of victory.

Many of our club Presidents in the past have been true leaders, which is the main reason why BRC has 
ourished successfully for such a long period of time.

 
Many noteworthy and monumental project have been carried during the recent past which are very evident and 
we are enjoying to date. Some of which are nearing completion.

All these achievements, most certainly will be engraved in the history book of the BRC. 

119 years- a long period of time – several years, decades and eras have passed. But the name BRC remains 
embedded in the hearts and minds of Sri Lankans – as a club integrated with sports. At BRC we have excelled 
in Cricket, and we have produced many Cricketers who represented our country.  Hockey has been our forte as 
you know… We have won many awards & accolades for this noble sport.

  
During my Presidency, I hope to perfect the standards of Cricket at BRC, so that we will have at least 2-3 
players from us who will be in the National pool. Hockey too must be developed. We must regain our position 
as the primary Hockey team in Sri Lanka. Regaining our past glory in this sport is a must.
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Billiards too has taken a prestigious and prominent place in our list of achievements in the past. We should 
upgrade our standards & facilities for billiards & snooker. This should allow us to invite and produce star players 
from BRC, who will have the capacity to represent Sri Lanka in International tournaments and to bring glory to 
our club.

Another focus of mine, during my tenure as President is, to make the Burgher Recreations Club, 'A Club for the 
family'. It should not be considered a pub or place where individuals gather in numbers in the evenings, drink, 
get drunk and leave – just that far and no further – NO – BRC should be a place where the families with children 
could come together with friends. All should have fun and leave having wonderful memories. All should go back 
saying we have enjoyed ourselves, also learned a many a lesson, gained a many an experience from BRC.

Are there any Entertainment packages tailor made for families? 
YES, THERE ARE-
A Cricket Academy to train our children in Cricket. Playing area for Tiny Tots. At present we are in collaboration 
with PG Martins improving the kid's entertainment area which will be ready not long from now. Perhaps in about 
months-time. A pool table for our youngsters. 

Not forgetting the ladies, we hope to have training programs such as Aerobics, Beauty Culture, Cookery, Cake 
making and many educative and entertaining programs. 

With such, I envisage having families to look forward to coming to BRC, and the image that, it is a modern day 
tavern for drinking, only should never enter their minds. It is my ardent hope that this cardinal objective will 
achieve during the coming years.
 
Friends! No General has won a war by ghting the enemy alone!
My strength will be my TEAM. That is our Club Captain, my General Secretary, Treasure, of course the Vice 
Presidents, Sectional Secretaries, General Committee Members and the entire staff of BRC.

I believe in delegating duties to a group of dedicated and capable individuals, who will work along with me as a 
team and work towards our goal. Which is for the development of Burgher Recreation Club. 

Once again friends, let me humbly ask the support from my entire Committee and from the entire Membership, 
together we can and we will make BRC the best Club amongst Clubs.
In conclusion let me quote you a few words of Julius Caesar – In Latin of course – MUTATIS MUSTANDIS EN 
AVANT – which means 'With the necessary changes let us move forward'.”

10. Appointment of Auditors

Mr. Anoj Munidasa proposed and Mr. Nalinda Ilangakoon seconded the appointment of KPMG as the auditors 

for the nancial year 2015/16.

There being no other business, the Meeting was adjourned at 9.00PM

Thereafter, the President invited Members for fellowship.

 

Lasith Nanayakkara

Hony: General Secretary 

Burgher Recreation Club
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REPORT OF THE GENERAL SECRETARY FOR THE YEAR 2015 / 2016 to the 
Members of the Burgher Recreation Club

1. Membership
The following is the composition of members as on 31st March 2016.

Note: Three inactive members in the LIFE category indicate deceased members. In Permanent inactive 
category; two members are suspended, one member is deceased and another is upgraded to LIFE. Inactive 
members in Gentleman, Lady, Associate and Corporate categories are the members who have not paid 
subscription as of 31st March 2016. Complementary members will automatically become inactive on the 31st 
December each year, and then the Committee will decide on complementary members who need to be made 
active.  We do not remove inactive members from the Member Registry. 

The success of a Club is assured only when there is a large core group of active members who uses and 
enjoys the facilities of the Club regularly. The General Committee wishes to record its appreciation and thank 
active members and those who have extended their support to various projects of the Club in different 
capacities, giving their valuable time and in making donations.

As can be seen from the table above, majority of members have not settled their annual subscriptions as yet 
and are not eligible to enjoy the facilities of the Club and attend/or vote at meetings of the Club. We seek their 
cooperation in settling the outstanding membership dues. 

2. Deceased Members
With great respect and profound sorrow we record the demise of our Members Mr. Carl Obeyesekera, Mr. Lal 
Vitharana, Mr. Lional Gange, Mr. Madhawa Perera, and Mr. Siri De Silva. The Club expresses its 
condolences to the families of the deceased Members. 

3.General Committee
The Club had a good year in terms of sports - cricket in particular, development, administration and nances. 
The reason for this success is largely due to our diligent and competent General Committee headed by the 
dedicated President who puts much effort into administration, fundraising and other activities of the Club.

I would like to welcome members to the Burgher Recreation Club’s 119th 
Annual General Meeting, especially the members who have not been involved 
before.  We need member participation in activities of the Club and your input 
to manage our Club successfully to the highest standards. 
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I wish to take this opportunity to thank members of the General Committee and its sub committees for their hard 

work throughout the year. I also want to thank the Assistant General Secretary Mr. Sarath Sahabandu for lling in for 

me when I was unavailable. A special word of appreciation to our  President Mr. Rahula Dassenaieke and Treasurer 

Mr. Anil Wickremasinghe with whom I had to work very closely throughout the year. They were accommodating and 

helpful at all times.  Having been newly elected to the post of General Secretary I found their support invaluable. 

The year under review 2015/16 passed with no major adverse incidents, besides some minor controversies which 

were not insurmountable.

The monthly minutes tell a good story of the events of the Club during the year and they are summarized as follows:

 

October 2015 - President thanked each and every member for accepting his invitation to join the committee. He 

also stated that there will be many opportunities ahead for the team to actively contribute to the development of the 

Club. 

He went on to say that the General Committee has to work as a team has to build on the foundation laid by past 

Presidents and General Committees with professionalism. He expressed his willingness to delegate so work could 

be executed efciently and on time.

The following sub committees were appointed:
· Facilities & Sports   – Chair Dr. Jagath Alwis
· Finance    – Chair Mr. Anoj Munidasa
· Entertainment & Discipline  – Chair Mr. Nalinda Ilangakoon
· Administration   – Chair Mr. Rohan De Alwis

November 2015 - 

 MOU to effect reciprocal arrangements between BRC & Kandy Garden Club signed

There are 23 members on the committee and during the period under review, we held 13 General Committee 
meetings. This is in addition to the subcommittee meetings that were held regularly to make necessary 
evaluations and recommendations with regard to nances, development projects and overall management of 
the Club. 
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December 2015 – 
· Billiard table has been fully renovated to international standards
· Children's Christmas Party and Lighting of Christmas Tree was held at the Club.
· PG Martin's facility for children was declared open
· Cleaning of entire Club house was out sourced to a third party

January 2016 -
· An election to decide on voting for SLC President and Vice Presidents was held
· BRC became champions of Emerging 3 day and the Emerging T20 tournaments and qualied to play in 

the Premier League
· Fully renovated gents washroom was commissioned for the membership

February 2016 – 
· Established reciprocal arrangements with The Kandy Club and Panadura Sports Club
· BRC cricketers were felicitated by the General Committee and members by hosting them to an evening 

function to recognize their achievements

March 2016 – 
· SLC agreed to contribute Rs. 1.5 million towards center wicket renovation
· U23 Cricket has been upgraded to Premier Level by SLC
· Voice Night Club was requested to stop operations due to the new excise laws enforced by the 

department
· The fully air conditioned new lounge named 'The Lounge' was declared open for the membership

April 2016 – 
· Civil work of the conference room has been completed - interior work pending
· BRC hockey player Abeetha Fernando was selected to represent the Sri Lanka for Asian Qualifying 

Games Round 1. He was chosen the player of the series and his contribution enabled Sri Lanka to 
qualify for the round 2. 

· Mr. Ameerdeen – a member of BRC has been elected as the President of the Colombo Hockey 
Association

May 2016 –
· The event 'Sri Lankan Day' was a success with a large number of members and guests participating.
· A new Club Management IT System has been implemented to ensure smooth operations in managing 

member activity, business lines, facilities, procurements and inventory.

June 2016 – 
· An entertainment specialist Ms. Susan Brohier was co-opted to the Entertainment Sub Committee for 

better execution of events.
· The center wicket renovation project has commenced
· Jayantha Paranathala pavilion to be available for new business opportunities 

July 2016 – 
· A letter submitted by the Patron Mr. Dennis De Rosayro comprising historical milestones, records and 

statistics mainly in relation to BRC hockey was tabled by the President at the General Committee 
meeting. President along with the General Committee placed their appreciation on hard work done by 
Mr. Rosayro in nding historical and valuable records. Committee agreed to publish Patron's letter in the 
AGM Report.

· The General Committee agreed to establish a business partnership with Vaaj Fitness Center to host a 
gym facility at the Jayantha Paranathala pavilion. 

August 2016 – 
· Discussion and preparations were made for the up-coming AGM.
· Decided to outsource the kitchen
· Ground work has been commenced to organize a Six-a-Side cricket tournament with all Premier Clubs in 

November 2016

4. Social Events

The Club was busy throughout the year with theme nights such as Frolic Fridays, Kiddies Movie Nights, and 

other special events to entertain our membership. The bar and air conditioned lounges were also busy with 

functions of members. We also organized our monthly events, and some seasonal events such as Bollywood 

Night, Sri Lankan Day, BRC Dance, Christmas Party and Lighting of Christmas Tree.
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5. Improvements

General Committee was active during 2015/16 and ve signicant improvements were made to our facility:

· Gents washroom was fully renovated to the highest standards
· BRC kitchen was re-located facing Havelock Road to supply food for both members and the public 

able to access the facility directly from the road.
· “The Lounge” was inaugurated for families to enjoy drinks and meals in a fully air-conditioned 

environment.
· Kids play area in collaboration with PG Martin was inaugurated with special discounts for  children of 

BRC members
· A new Club Management IT system was introduced and this has resolved to a great extent the 

nonpayment and delayed payment of subscriptions by members.

6. Sports

6.1 Cricket – A year BRC Cricket can be proud of…

BRC became champions in the Sri Lanka Cricket Emerging T20 and Emerging 3 day tournament.

Following is a report on BRC cricket in the Sunday Times:

BRC dream run for success By Naushad Amit 

Standing from left: Shashin Dilranga, Chameera Dissanayake, Rajitha Wickramarachchi (Captain), Indika De Saram (Coach cum player), 

Vikum Sanjaya, Upali Manukularathna (Cricket Secretary), Rahula Dassenaieke (President), Hashen Ramanayake, Mangala Kumara, Nuwan 

Perera, Kavindu Silva, Dulanja Silva. Squatting from left: Lisula Lakshan, Poorna Aluthge, Damith Rangana, Pranama Sri Vimukthi, Savin 

Gunasekara, Senal Deelaka

With many setbacks around them, a young, gritty set of cricketers, guided by the most eligible veteran player 

in the game as player cum coach and with the backing of ever-resolute club ofcials, made a long term 

dream come true.

Burgher Recreational Club, better known as the BRC in the domestic cricketing circle, earned a double – rst 

pocketing the Emerging Twenty20 championship pursued by the much awaited Emerging Championship – 

which will give them passage to compete alongside at the top sides in the Premier Championship from next 

season.

The Championship Winning Team was captained by Rajitha Wickramaarachchi with Indika De Saram as 

Coach.  
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Road to Success…
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It was a proud occasion when one of our team members, Abeetha Fernando 
represented the Sri Lankan National Team and performed well in the Asian 
Qualifying Games Round 1 scoring 6 goals in ve matches. He was selected 
the man of the series bringing honor to the country as well as to BRC.
The Club participated in the 9 a side Hockey Tournament organized by the 
Colombo Hockey Association in February 2016. After winning the 1st two 
matches in the group, lost 2 and one ended in a draw missing out a spot in 
quarter nals.

The “A” division league tournament is set to commence in August and Abeetha 
Frenando has been appointed as the captain of the team.

The team will be represented by the following players:
Abeetha Fernando (Captain), Gehan Peiris , M.B. Kulatunge , Damith Renuka , 
Danushka Perera, M.J.M. Irshad, M.J.M.Imran, P.T. Panditharatne. 
T. S.Josheph, M. Hasheemdeen , K..S. Sumanawardena ,P.A.Gunaratne. 
Nalantha De Silva,  Amila Ratnasiri, Saminda Costa.

The Club wishes to express its gratitude to Mr. Mohan Mabotuwana for the 
nancial assistance towards the development of the game. Also Mr. K.P. 
Ranjith Perera and M.B. Kulatunge for all the assistance provided to keep the 
game alive. 

6.1 Hockey
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6.2 Billiards

A rather quiet year as many inter club competitions are not organized by the governing bodies. However, the Club is 

now equipped with upgraded facilities and is in the process of attracting good players.

7. Ground Development Work

Ground development work has commenced in June, to completely relay center wickets to be prepared for the 

Premier League. The club is also in search of an investor to build a swimming pool, gymnasium, and staff 

quarters behind the sight screen at the Colts end. 

The Club continues to support the development of sport activities of Isipathana College, Lumbini Vidyalaya and 

St. Pauls Girls School Milagiriya by giving ground facilities free of charge despite the escalating cost of 

maintenance. The use of the ground has been extended to the general public free of charge for walking and 

physical exercises.

8. Infrastructure Development 

Continuing the development drive, Club is in the process of formulating a master plan to enhance the following 
facilities:

· Bar on the Green
· Redwood Lounge
· Conference room interior
· Billiards room interior
· Rooftop facility 
· Outdoor toilets for public and other users of the ground

9. Bar

The Bar recorded turnover of Rs. 17,078,250.86 for the period under review. The Club introduced various 

promotions and held special events that attracted greater participation by members and guests.

Newly commissioned “Centenary Bar” offers a wide range of premium brands along with a variety of cocktails 

and mocktails. 

“The Lounge” and “Redwood Lounge” are other facilities available for members and their guests to enjoy food, 

beverages & other services and to use for private parties and functions. 

10. Restaurants

a. BRC Kitchen

The BRC kitchen, which has been re-located facing Havelock Road has started making a reasonable revenue 

with the introduction of various menus in addition to traditional oriental cuisines. Also, around month of May, we 

have started catering to the general public offering lunch and Lamprais, Club members were also encouraged to 

enjoy lunch in air-conditioned comfort as the bar is now open from 11am to 2pm daily.

However, due to the losses incurred in the operation, Committee is evaluating options to outsource BRC kitchen 

with immediate effect.

b. Kalu's Kitchen

Kalu's kitchen continues to serve traditional cuisines popular among members and their guests. 

11. Social Responsibility:

· Due to the adverse weather conditions, annual Vesak Dansala was cancelled and the proceeds from the 

member collection and the Club's contribution were donated to the ood victims. 

· An alms giving was organized at the Isipathanaramaya in remembrance of all deceased members.

· Disbursing of funds to meet the educational needs of the children of our staff was carried out at the 

Christmas Party. 

· The use of our playground is being extended free of charge to the general public for physical exercise.
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12. Appreciations

Our sincere appreciation to donors and sponsors whose contributions have allowed us to complete large scale 

projects and ensure that our expenses in relation to sports activities were covered. The following contributions 

were received from members during the period under review:

· Mr. Dennis De Rosayro  – Rs. 15,000.00 for hockey development

· Mr. Kumar Weerasuriya  – Rs. 100,000.00 towards club development

· Mr. Mohan Mabotuwana – Rs. 300,000.00 towards cricket, hockey and billiards development

· Mr. Lasith Nanayakkara  – Rs. 50,000.00 towards cricket development

· Mr. Lanil Jayawardena    – Rs.15,000.00 towards hockey development

· Mr. Rajiva Witharana & Scienter staff – donating & implementing club management system

· Mr. Rahula Dassenaieke – Rs. 100,000 towards Billiards

· Dr. Jagath Alwis              – Rs. 1,500,000.00 Interest free loan towards club development 

· Mr. Mohan Mabotuwana – Rs. 1,500,000.00 interest free loan towards club development

· Mr. Rahula Dassenaike  –  Rs. 600,000.00 interest free loan towards club development

On behalf of the General Committee I would also like to extend my appreciation to members who donated 

generously towards ood victims, staff welfare and the alms giving.

We recognize with much appreciation and gratitude the contribution being made by Sri Lanka Cricket and Its 

Executive Committee in facilitating and funding the development of our ground to meet the standards required for 

matches of the Premier League and cricket at the Club in general.

Finally, I would like to thank all our suppliers for their support in many ways to keep supplies owing without any 

interruptions. 

13. In concluding……

It is a pleasure to note the concluding remarks in reviewing a most successful year for the Club.

Whilst much remains to be done to bring BRC to be amongst the best sports and recreation clubs in the country, 

your Club achieved much during the last year and it was the dedication and support of members, staff and the 

very active General Committee that made the achievements possible.

Finally, whilst we enjoy the new facilities and the improved atmosphere of the Club, we must learn from the 

challenges we have gone through and continue to work together to achieve even greater heights in the years 

ahead.

Yes, we must ensure that we take steps and make decisions which are sometimes bold, sometimes difcult, 

sometimes new and sometimes previously unthinkable to support our transformation.

Ladies and gentlemen, you gave us the power to transform and we will continue to seek your counsel.

Thank you

Lasith Nanayakkara

Honorary General Secretary

Burgher Recreation Club     
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Lighting of Christmas Tree

Sing Along
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The Lounge
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